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NEW YORK – The Stathakion
Hall of the Federation of Hel-
lenic Societies of Greater New
York was filled with fellowship,
creative energy and the works
of community artists at the
Spring Art Exhibition and Sale
of The Greek Artist’s Guild on
April 25.

Flowers, faces and places
presented in vibrant colors and
assorted media made strong im-
pressions on the guests, which
included the Consul General of

Greece, George Iliopoulos with
his wife, Anthousa, and the
Greek Consul Manos Koubarakis
and his wife, Georgia. 

Magdalen Mavroudis is the
president of the organization
she helped found with people
including community activist
George Delis, Efterpe Giatrakis,
Marianthe Raptis and musician
Billy Chrissochos. 

His rock opera based on
Greek and Byzantine history
premiered on May 3 at Carnegie
Hall, manifesting yet another of
the powerful artistic streams of
the community.

“This event is an art show
that celebrates Greek culture,”
Mavroudis told TNH.“The mem-
bers of the Guild created an or-
ganization to unite, help and
promote Greek artists and their
artistic aspirations on the art
scene of New York,” she said.

Among their goals is to help
with the creation of a Greek art
museum that will carry Greek
and culture to the younger gen-
erations. 

Mavroudis expressed appre-
ciation for all the participants
and guests “and to the Federa-
tion and especially its president,

Petros Galatoulas, for helping us
with every aspect of this show,
and all the members of the guild
for working hard to prepare the
show.”

The artists who exhibited,
along with Mavroudis, included
Giatrakis, Raptis, Irene Tsiaris,
Matina Botulas, and Maria
Theophanoudi, who aslo pre-
sented fine jewelry created by
her mother Efstathia Theo-
phanoudi Fragou. 

The canvases of Mavroudis,
whose love of flowers was born
with her in village of Chrysoho-
rafa near Serres, were a verita-

ble botanical garden in the
Stathakion, but she also loves
to paint abstract art.

She has bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees from Queens Col-
lege and currently works part-
time as an artist and in her
husband Chris Gardner’s finan-
cial consulting business. 

Raptis is from Dolo Pogoniou
in Epirus and she too expresses
her love of flowers in her art,
adding to the aesthetic of nature
that predominated, but the sur-
realism Leonidas Gelalis uses to
explore political, mythological,
and historical themes gave the

exhibit an intellectual flavor.
Gelalis, who has roots in Lar-

isa and grew up in Astoria, was
joined by his proud parents,
Bobby Gelalis and Chrissy
Maistrelis and his sister Kiki.

The works of Irini Tsiari, a
young actress from Athens, were
also presented but she could not
attend. 

Her friend George, a mathe-
matician with an appreciation
for art, was showing her works
depicting nature and religious
themes created on various me-
dia including canvas, glass and
marble.

Spring Art Exhibition and Sale of Greek Artists’ Guild at the Stathakion

(R-L) Matina Botulas, Marianthe Raptis, Efterpe Giatrakis, Amb. George and Anthousa Iliopoulos,
Manos and Georgia Koubarakis, Maria Theophanidou, Magdalen Mavroudis, Leonidas Gelalis,
Chrissy Maistrelis, Bobby Gelalis, and Maria Bouliakoudi at the Stathakion.

Marianthe Raptis was one of the artists exhibiting at the Spring Art Exhibition and Sale of The
Greek Artist’s Guild in Astoria. She is also one of the Guild’s founders.
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NEW YORK – The best commu-
nity events are both informative
and fun, so when Hellenic Pro-
fessional Women (HPW), a not-
for-profit organization dedi-
cated to career advancement for
Greek-American women re-
cently hosted an evening of
“shopping, styling and refresh-
ments” at the J Crew store at
Columbus Circle, there was an
educational component. 

Ronnie Kratsios, the event’s
chairperson, told TNH it was de-
signed to help women put their
best foot forward when they
present themselves profession-
ally.

There was a fashion show
along with informational pre-
sentations. “We had stylists
speak to us about things to con-
sider when putting ensembles
together,” and to advise women
about the fashion component of
the transition from workplace
to after hours to weekend, Krat-
sios said.

The event belies the rumor
on “Mars” – possibly fanned by
women themselves, that the res-
idents of “Venus” have some
kind of fashion sixth sense.  

Lizzie, one of the stylists, ex-
plained that “Some women have
difficulty building looks so we
help them get inspired and mo-
tivated.”  

She said women often also
consult with her because they
want to experiment with looks
outside their comfort zones,
which she encourages them to

do. She believes that encourag-
ing women to leave their com-
fort zones in general is a good
for life and career and well-be-
ing in general. 

The women had a great time
and participants received 20
percent discount – three gift cer-
tificates were also raffled off.

Valia Glytsis, HPW president,

told TNH it was the first time
HPW presented an event that
was not strictly professional de-
velopment. “It went great. Peo-
ple were happy to see a holistic
side of women’s leadership and
development that included style
and fashion.”

Like all the group’s board
members, including founding

president Maria Frantzis, Glytsis
brings her professional expertise
to discussions about how HPW
can help Greek-American
women. 

Her own company, Paradox
of Leadership, is a boutique
leadership education firm. She
told TNH “The paradox involves
the challenge of helping leaders

see what makes them tick from
the inside out, rather than from
the outside-in.”  

The outside is their obvious
role and its requirements in a
company. “We help them un-
ravel that,” she said, and agrees
that once they get down to who
they are, their strengths, weak-
nesses and passions, that will

point them in the right direc-
tion. 

“It unlocks everything, like
the answer to questions like ‘are
you in the right role, are you
maximizing your role, how to
you make an impact on people
in the organization,” she said. 

Frantzis is excited about two
upcoming events. On June 29
Ioanna Lalaounis will talk about
her family’s jewelry museum,
and she said “we are in the plan-
ning stages if an incredible
event, a career forum,” on Oc-
tober 17. 

There will be two sessions,
one featuring a panel of women
sharing lessons learned in their
careers, followed by breakout
sessions focusing on different
career development aspects, in-
cluding work/life balance. 

Glytsis said the Career Forum
is the capstone event for HPW’s
year. “We bring tighter leaders
from many industries for pro-
fessional development,” she
said.

The presentations are geared
for everyone from their
youngest members just entering
the work force to seasoned vet-
erans who are looking to make
job transitions or becoming
mentors to young women.

HPW is in the process of re-
launching its mentoring pro-
gram, which will include one-
on-one and group mentoring.
“We are allowing women who
will serve as mentors to serve
more than one woman at the
same time who are interested in
the same industry and topics,”
said Glytsis. 

Hellenic Professional Women Org. Entertains & Informs “In and On” Style

Some of guests who lingered for shopping after the presenta-
tions at the Hellenic Professional Women event at J Crew at

Columbus Circle pause for a photo with Valia Glytsis (2nd
from L) Maria Frantzis (2nd from R).

tles Vineyard Malagouzia, $19
Made from the near-extinct

Malagouzia (mah-lah-goo-zee-
AH) grape, in Macedonia, this
lively, relatively lush white,
made by a third-generation
grower and a Bordeaux-edu-
cated winemaker, is a perfect
synthesis of old and new.

2013 Gaia Estate Notios
White, $14

Founded in 1994, the Gaia
Estate is one of the wine success
stories of modern Greece. The
Notios (Noh-tee-os, which
means “southerner”) is a blend
of the Roditis and Moschofilero
grapes from the Peloponnese, a
light-bodied and refreshing
aperitif.

2013 Nasiakos Moschofilero,
$13

The Moschofilero (Mohs-
koh-FEE-leh-roh) is arguably the
country’s showiest while grape.
With opulent floral and spice
aromas, it’s the Gewürztraminer
or Muscat of Greece. The Nasi-
akos Moschofilero is produced
from a vineyard at a 2,000-foot
elevation on the Peloponnese.

2013 Gaia Estate Thalassitis
Assyrtiko, $22

Virtually synonymous with
the famed island of Santorini,
Assyrtiko (Ah-SEER-tee-koh) is
probably the best-known of all
Greek grapes. The Thalassitis
bottling is a lean, racy and
rather saline white (Thalassa
means “sea” in Greek) from one
of Santorini’s leading estates.

2013 Estate Argyros Atlantis
White, $15

The Argyros family, which
produces red, white and rosé

wine under the Atlantis name,
is dedicated to the preservation
and discovery of grape varieties
native to Santorini. A 90% As-

syrtiko wine (with minor addi-
tions of Aidani and Athiri), this
is a lively, juicy white with a cit-
ric note.
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Five Greek white wines recently featured in the Wall Street Journal. From left: 2013 Alpha Estate Axia Turtles Vineyard
Malagouzia, 2013 Gaia Estate Notios White, 2013 Nasiakos Moschofilero, 2013 Gaia Estate Thalassitis Assyrtiko and 2013
Estate Argyros Atlantis White (Photo: F. Martin Ramin for the Wall Street Journal)
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